The fecal samples were directly collected from the rectum and examined using the ovassay technique for the presence of helminths and protozoan parasites. Approximately, two grams of feces were mixed with sodium nitrate solution using a stirring rod. Additional sodium nitrate solution was added until a convex meniscus was formed in the device. A 22 mm 2 cover slip was left to float on the meniscus at least for 15 min. The cover slip was then lifted, placed on a microscope slide and systematically examined for the presence of parasitic eggs.
The number of eggs per gram (EPG) was calculated and the infection was graded as mild (50-400 EPG), moderate (400-1000 EPG) or heavy (1000-5000 EPG).
s RESULTS
The prevalence of gastrointestinal parasites was high. Out of 223 fecal samples, 170 (76.2%) showed the presence of helminths and/or protozoan parasites. The prevalence rate of the helminth parasites Haemonchus contortus, Nematodirus spathiger, Trichuris sp. and Moniezia expansa was 36.5, 30.6, 10.6 and 2.4%, respectively, and that of Eimeria dromedarii was 20% (table I) .
The infection was graded as mild in 52.4%, moderate in 27.7% and heavy in 20% of the infected camels (table II) . Infections with one, two and three parasites (figures 1-7) were observed in 41.2, 33.5 and 19.4%, respectively, of the infected camels, while infection with four parasites was encountered in 5.9% of them. Table III shows different combinations of parasites. Balantidium coli was detected only in camels suffering from diarrhea at the time of sampling, but its rate was insignificant. (7), and the prevalence of Eimeria dromedarii (20%) is close to those reported by Grill (24%) (6) and Kinne and Wernery (25%) (9) . This result is a bit higher than that reported by Yagoub (17.4%) (16).
s CONCLUSION
The ovassay floatation technique was found to be highly adapted to the detection of gastrointestinal and protozoan parasites in animal fecal samples. The high prevalence of gastrointestinal parasites in young camels in Bahrain can probably be attributed to the favorable warm and humid climate, and the use of infected animal manure as soil fertilizer. Regular drenching of camels with a broad-spectrum anthelmintic is recommended. 
